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CHANGES AND CONDITIONS IN GERMANY. 

Professor Emil Schurer, well known to New Testament scholars by 
his Jewish People in the Time of Jesus Christ, having been transferred to 
the University of GSttingen has been succeeded at Kiel by Professor F. 
Milhlau formerly at the Russian University of Juriew (Dorpat). 

Lie. Deissmann (author of Die neutestamentliche Forrnel "In Christo 
Jesu ") is about to publish in Germany a volume of biblical essays. One of these 
will be a study of the epistles of the Apocrypha and the New Testament, 
with a comparison of ancient epistles as representing a branch of literary 
composition. Another will contain a number of contributions to the lexi- 
cography of the LXX. and the New Testament drawn from a study of the 
recently published Greek papyri. 

We sometimes have in America the impression that in Germany a more 
or less liberal theological professor works with no hindrances, and is allowed 
to set forth his sometimes novel views without opposition from theological 
conservatives. One does not live many weeks in Germany without finding 
that nothing could be farther from the truth. A German professor has indeed 
in his professorship a sort of freehold of which he cannot easily be deprived, 
and it has seldom happened that the authorities have failed to maintain the 
freedom of university teachers (although, to be sure, just after the middle 
of this century it was hinted emphatically to a number of liberal theologians 
that they would find an opportunity of greater usefulness in the philosophical 
faculty — a proceeding which resulted, for instance, in Zeller's writing a His- 
tory of Philosophy instead of further books on the New Testament, and in the 
sudden disappearance from the field of nearly all aggressive advocates of the 
Tubingen view), but he is exposed to personal attacks which are at least as 
bitter as anything known in the United States. On the whole the relations 
between the strictly orthodox pastors and those professors who earnestly main- 
tain that they represent the reality of German — especially of Luther's — Christi- 
anity, while at the same time they hold, both in their dogmatic views in general 
and in the results of their biblical study, to a " critical theology," are becom- 
ing with every passing month more and more strained. 

Interesting illustrations of this are offered by two events of the past year, 
the "cases," as the Germans call them, of Professor Kautzsch in Halle and 
of the " Bonn Professors," Professor Meinhold and Professor Grafe. The 
former exhibition of the odium theologicum occurred last June, on the occasion 
of the completion of the new translation of the Old Testament by Professor 
Kautzsch with the help of other scholars. The translation is not meant for 
use in public worship, where Luther's version will doubtless always hold its 
place so long as the German language lasts, but for use by students, and, if 
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possible, by laymen. It was in fact intended as a substitute for the transla- 
tion which De Wette made many years ago and which is now out of print. In 
preparing it, Professor Kautzsch and the publishers decided to make two 
innovations, first, to leave a blank in the page where the Hebrew text in its 
present condition cannot he translated, and secondly to indicate by capital 
letters in the margin the view of the translators as to the analysis and compo- 
sition of the various books. In addition Professor Kautzsch supplied an 
appendix containing a brief and admirably convenient account of the literary 
history of the Old Testament books, as he apprehends it. His own view of 
the dates and authorship of the various books coincides in the main with 
Wellhausen's, although he would regard himself in his general theological 
position as more conservative than Wellhausen. 

It is plain that such a book cannot fail to be a most useful aid to students 
and readers of the Old Testament, and that it occupies a place which in Eng- 
lish neither the averaged results of our Revised Version, nor the invaluable 
collection of material in the " Variorum Bible " is quite fitted to take. It is 
equally obvious, however, that it means a very great popularizing of the 
results of the "criticism" of the Old Testament, for the book was put at a 
comparatively cheap price and had a large sale. It was, therefore, perhaps 
not surprising that it met with criticism. In fact, as soon as the book appeared 
a severe notice of it was published in the Berlin Kreuz-Zeitung, a rather 
unscrupulous " conservative " paper which exercises a wide influence over the 
opinions of a large part of the Prussian nobility (with whom political and 
theological conservatism go together) and the conservative pastors. The 
notice was signed with the initials of a not eminent theologian well known as 
having a personal grudge against the University of Halle. It called Kautzsch's 
book, among other things, a " wicked and partisan work " and pretended to 
see in it the " farewell of Protestantism to the Christian Church," an attack 
upon Christianity in view of which the Pope had done well to establish a 
commission for the defense of the faith. Nothing in the book met the approval 
of the critic : even the sketch of literary history at the end was " nothing but a 
plagiarism from Wellhausen." 

The next day, when the professor came into his lecture room, he was 
greeted with the German students' sign of approval, a furious stamping on 
the floor, to which he replied in friendly thanks, expressing his confidence in 
the loyalty of his students and his conviction that absolute candor in dealing 
with the Holy Scriptures is the only safeguard of evangelical Christianity. 
The Kreuz-Zeitung a few days later expressed, by the editor this time, its 
contempt for that sort of an ovation and its disgust at such a defense, and 
soon after the author of the original criticism published a pamphlet on " How 
they Teach the Old Testament at Halle ;" but Professor Kautzsch and his 
friends kept a wise silence and nothing further has happened. 

The other case, though less picturesque, was more serious. In the summer 
vacation last year, the theological professors at Bonn held a short *' summer- 
course" intended to give a little theological stimulus to the pastors of the 
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neighborhood, who, of course, had all had in their time a thorough theological 
training. Among the other lectures were some by Professor Meinhold on the 
beginnings of Hebrew history, including especially the patriarchs, and others 
by Professor Grafe on the various recent theories (of which there have been 
many) of the form and significance of the Last Supper. One can only say 
from a wholly disinterested point of view that the subjects were chosen with 
a certain lack of tact ; for surely the results of historical criticism of the his- 
tory of the patriarchs, are when taken by themselves, rather the least edifying 
parts of the noble reconstruction of Old Testament history ; and on the other 
hand for Lutheran pastors (with their views of the character of a sacrament) 
even a report on the various distinctly speculative theories of the origin of 
the Eucharist touches very delicate ground, where at least a confusion of 
mind from which a busy pastor will not so easily extricate himself is likely 
to result. It seems as if the professors had perhaps overestimated the theolog- 
ical intelligence and active-mindedness of the pastors to whom they spoke. 

At any rate one pastor whose feelings were hurt told another, and letters 
were written to the papers denouncing the unbelieving theologians, into whose 
snares the young theological students were coming every year. The matter 
was taken up with exultation by the " liberal " press (largely in the hands of 
the scoffing and embittered Jews), who made the matter for the professors a 
hundredfold worse. In the meantime Professor Grafe published his lectures 
in one of the numbers for 1894 of the Zeitschrift fur Theologie und Kirche, 
in an article which forms an admirable guide through the mazes of the dis- 
cussion of the origin of the Eucharist ; and Professor Meinhold his, together 
with some discussion of the principle at stake, in a pamphlet called " Against 
Little-Faith" (Wider den Kleinglauberi). Professor Kaftan at Berlin, too, 
took occasion to preach on Matt. 8:26, with obvious reference to the contro- 
versy. The phrase "little-faith," on which these theologians lay great stress 
just at present, was perhaps suggested by the reproach of " half -faith " brought 
against them by their opponents ; for even their enemies could not fail to see 
that they had to do with something different from the old-fashioned "liberal 
theology," which they could have accused of being frankly no faith at all. 
The discussion in the secular papers, a bane of German theological contro- 
versy, went on through the winter. The professors and their friends were 
flatly told that they ought to leave the German church, or at least to resign 
their professorships, and the matter is said even to have been brought to the 
Prussian church authorities. But the Prussian church government has as its 
permanent policy to belong to no party, if possible, but to keep the peace ; and 
they refused to act in the matter, so that, as nothing remained to be done, and the 
most extreme criticism possible had been uttered, the controversy proved to have 
burned itself out. The sparks for a new conflagration are, however, still there. 
Meanwhile the state fills the vacant professorships, so far as possible, with dis- 
tinctly moderate men, not always in accordance with the wishes of the facul- 
ties ; and the public will doubtless before long lose its interest in controversies 
which present the same conflict of opinion over and over again. J. H. R. 



